


 The Tennessee Alcoholic Beverage Commission 
enforces and regulates alcoholic beverages with an 
alcohol content greater than 5% by volume.

 38 sworn Special Agents across the state are divided 
into 4 districts (Nashville, Knoxville, Chattanooga, 
Memphis)

 Agent’s primary responsibility is to enforce the 
State’s liquor laws.

 Special Agents are also assigned to the Governor’s 
Task Force on Marijuana Eradication.



Enforcement of the State’s liquor laws is the main 
responsibility of the TABC.  Special agents conduct a 
wide variety of enforcement activities to include 
pre-license investigations and inspections, audits of 
financial records, and investigations of criminal 
activities occurring on any State licensed premise.  

Special agents focus a great deal of efforts on 
preventing underage sales of alcoholic beverages to 
minors.



Minor compliance checks are conducted on a regular 
basis to prevent underage sales of alcoholic 
beverages. 

Criminal investigations include illegal sales by non-
licensed establishments, illegal transportation or non-
taxed alcoholic beverages in or through the state, 
illegal manufacturing of alcohol (moonshine) and the 
illegal cultivation and sales of marijuana.  



In 2014, 22.8% of underage people (ages 12-20) were current 
alcohol users (drank within the past 30 days), 13.8% were binge 
alcohol users (five or more drinks on once occasion), and 3.4% 
were heavy alcohol users (five or more drinks on the same 
occasion 5 or more days in the past 30 days). (SAMHSA, 2015)

Alcohol is a factor in approximately 4,300 deaths among 
underage youth in the US each year. (CDC, 2016)

In 2010, there were approximately 189,000 emergency room 
visits by persons under age 21 for injuries and other conditions 
linked to alcohol. (SAMHSA, 2012)



Youth who drink alcohol are more likely to experience:
 School problems, such as higher absence and poor or failing 

grades
 Social problems, such as fighting and lack of participation in 

youth activities
 Unwanted, unplanned, and unprotected sexual activity
 Higher risk for suicide and homicide
 Alcohol-related car crashes and other unintentional injuries, 

such as burns, falls, and drowning
 Changes in brain development that may have life-long 

effects
 Death from alcohol poisoning



In 2014, there were 9,967 fatalities in motor vehicle crashes 
involving a driver with a BAC of .08 or higher – 31% of total fatal 
crashes. (NHTSA, 2015)

An average of 1 alcohol-impaired-driving fatality occurred 
every 53 minutes in 2014. (NHTSA, 2015)

Approximately 50 percent of the people arrested for driving 
under the influence consumed their last drink at an on-sale 
licensed establishment. (NHTSA, 2005)



State BAC = .08+ BAC = .01+

Arizona 26% 32%

Delaware 40% 42%

Idaho 28% 32%

Maine 33% 38%

Oklahoma 23% 27%

Tennessee 28% 32%

Utah 22% 24%

Virginia 30% 36%



47 States in the US have criminal statutes that prohibit sales to 
intoxicated persons.
(exceptions are Florida, Nevada, Wyoming)

65-79% of alcohol establishments will serve alcohol to patrons 
who appear obviously intoxicated. (Lenk, Toomey, & Erickson, 2006; 

Toomey et al., 2004)

Increased enforcement on establishments led to a 36% 
decrease in DUI arrests from those sites, with a decrease in BAC 
from those sites compared to DUI arrests from establishments 
without additional enforcement. (McKnight & Streff, 1994)



 Underage Compliance Checks
 False ID checks
 Source Investigations
 Sales to Intoxicated Persons (SIP) operations
 Licensed Premise Inspections
 Illegal Manufacturing investigations
 Trade Practices investigations
 Illegal Gambling Operations
 Monitors Retailer and Server Training 

Programs



National Resources on Preventing Underage 
Drinking:

https://www.stopalcoholabuse.gov/default.aspx

Report to Congress on the Prevention and 
Reduction of Underage Drinking:
 Specific information on compliance checks 

nationally and state-specific reports
 https://www.stopalcoholabuse.gov/resources/rep

orttocongress/rtc2015.aspx

https://www.stopalcoholabuse.gov/default.aspx
https://www.stopalcoholabuse.gov/resources/reporttocongress/rtc2015.aspx


 Source investigations are initiated when there has 
been an alcohol-related fatality and/or serious 
injury, and there is the possibility that the alcoholic 
beverages were not lawfully purchased or 
consumed due to:

 Sales/service to underage persons

 Sales/service to intoxicated persons

 Source investigations use criminal and 
administrative investigative techniques to 
determine the original source of the alcohol.





Possible actions taken in response to over-service:

 Assist the licensee

 Offer information to the licensee about the 
problems encountered

 Recommend Responsible Beverage Server 
Training

 Criminal Sanctions
 Administrative sanctions - monetary fine, license 

suspension or revocation.





 Licensed Premise Inspections are conducted for businesses 
licensed to sell and serve alcoholic beverages, to ensure 
compliance with physical and administrative requirements 
for holding a liquor license.

 Regular inspections help to:

 Identify and address existing or potential issues,

 Develop positive working relationships with staff and 
educate them about their responsibilities, and

 Create an environment for the licensee to comply with 
laws and regulations governing sale/service of alcohol.



 The most common violations are:
 Sale/service to a minor
 Sale/service to a visibly intoxicated person
 Failure to post required permits, licenses or notices
 Failure to have server permits on person and/or premise
 Failure to have all managers registered
 Illegal Gambling 
 Open containers leaving premises (On-premise)
 Failure to maintain law and order
 Sales after legal hours
 Loitering

 It is not unusual to witness other offenses (drugs, 
outstanding warrants, etc.)



Provide training for managers, servers, and 
bartenders on how to serve alcohol in a responsible 
manner. Training may include:

 Checking IDs



Nashville Head Quarters:  615-741-1602
Chief Law Enforcement Officer, Mark Hutchens

Knoxville District Office:  865-594-6342
Special Agent in Charge, Derrick Dalton
Cell 865-203-5455

Johnson City Post of Duty:  423-434-6451
Special Agent III, Misti Crain
Cell 423-552-1194


